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Education


Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee, Ph.D. candidate in Psychology in May 2009


GPA: 3.925 (to date)


First Year Project: The Effects of Perceptual Expertise on Visual Search
Princeton University, A.B. in Psychology with a certificate in Neuroscience, Phi Beta Kappa, 2006
Princeton University Quintile 1, GPA: 3.96 (psych-neuro); 3.85 (cumulative)

Senior Thesis: 
Sensory Suppression in Face-Selective Brain Regions: an fMRI Investigation

Junior Paper Topics: 
(Fall) The Control of Saccadic Eye Movements: A Bidirectional Model

(Spring) The Fusiform Face Area: Is it Special?
Science experience



Lab Experience: 

Object Perception Lab, Cognitive and Cognitive Neuroscience Department, Vanderbilt University

· Independent researcher, 2006-2007

Object Perception Lab, Department of Psychology, Vanderbilt University; Nashville, TN

· Research assistant and lab intern, Summer 2006

Center for the Study of the Brain, Mind, and Behavior; Princeton University, Princeton, NJ
· Research assistant and lab intern, Summer 2005

· Independent researcher and research assistant, 2005-2006
Clinical Observations, Princeton and Trenton, NJ, Spring 2005 
· Observed behavioral psychotherapy, occupational training, and innovative educational techniques for autistic individuals at the Eden Institute for Children with Autism
· Observed occupational training and educational techniques for individuals with chronic mental illnesses at the Trenton Psychiatric Hospital
· Observed an individual mental health assessment, or treatment orientation interview, at the East Mountain Hospital (EMH), a short-term adult inpatient psychiatric unit within the Carrier Foundation 

· Observed a cognitive-behavior based group therapy session at the Geriatrics unit of the Carrier Foundation
· Observed the living ward, education program and recreation training activities at The Ann Klein Forensic Center for law (most often sex) offenders judged mental ill or insane

Research Skills: 

· Computer programming, code scripting, and experimental formatting in E-Prime and MatLab

· Behavioral data analysis and graphing in Data Desk, Excel, SAS, Brain Voyager and MatLab

· Functional magnetic resonance imaging data analysis using Brain Voyager and AFNI 
extracuricular activities



Nashville Ultimate Frisbee League, Nashville, TN: 2006-2007

Captain of the Varsity Women’s Tennis Team, Princeton University: 2005-2006

Varsity Women’s Tennis Team, Princeton University: 2002-2006


University Cottage Eating Club: 2004-2006


Pi Beta Phi Sorority: 2002-2006

volunteer experience

Bethel World Outreach Center: Nashville, TN; helping teenage girls who have suffered from one or more mental


disorders, including but not limited to anorexia nervosa, bulimia nervosa, depression, manic depression, alcohol

or substance abuse, various psychosomatic and somatoform disorders: 2006-2007

Co-Head of Hurricane Relief Project: advertisements and fundraiser event: 2005, 2006

Co-Head of TKO (Taking Kids Out): Tennis, tutoring, and activities for underprivileged individuals: 2002-2006

Toys for Tots: 2002-2006
Christ Church, acolyte: Raleigh, NC: 1997-2005

awards & Honors


Lisa M. Quesenberry Foundation Fund Award for psychology students: 2007

“Golden Greeble” Travel Award by the Perceptual Expertise Network: 2006


Learning Sciences Institute Topper Award: 2006

Phi Beta Kappa, Princeton University: 2006

Class of 1943 Senior Thesis Prize in Neuroscience: 2006

Howard Crosby Warren Senior Prize for excellence in Psychology: 2006

Howard Crosby Warren Junior Prize for excellence in Psychology: 2005

Kraft Award for tennis player who contributes most to advance the interests of Princeton on and off the court: 2005

American Tennis Coaches Association Varsity Women’s All-Academic Team: 2003, 2004, 2005


Collegiate Tennis Association All-Academic Team: 2003, 2004, 2005

Needham Broughton High School Salutatorian: 2002

Pi Beta Kappa Writing Award: 2002

Broughton High School Alumni Scholarship for Academic Achievement: 2002

High School Tennis All American: 2002


The National High School Player of the Year: 2002


Sports Illustrated Faces in the Crowd: 2002


Three-time State 4A High School Singles Tennis Champion: 2000, 2001, 2002
research relevant classes

Vanderbilt University: 2006 – 2007

Neuroscience classes: Integrative and Cognitive Neuroscience; Advanced General Physiology; Perceiving Motion


Special Series: Topic Brain Voyager

Psychology classes: Classics in Perception; Attention Seminar

Classes in data analysis: Statistical Inference; Quantitative Methods and Experimental Design

Princeton University: 2002 - 2006
Neuroscience classes: Brain Imaging in Cognitive Neuroscience Research; Memory and Cognition, Cellular and Systems

Neuroscience; Fundamentals of Neuroscience; Stem Cells; The Brain: A User’s Guide; Cognitive Neuroscience 

Psychology classes: Psychology of Language, Abnormal Psychology, Theories of Psychotherapy, Race and

Intelligence; Personality Psychology; The Intellectual 

Classes in data analysis: Physics 101 and 102; Calculus 103 and 104

