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HONORS AND AWARDS 
2003

Merck Biology of Developmental Disabilities Summer Institute Fellowship

1999

Colorado Outstanding Graduate Student Award

1998         
Senior Honors Thesis in Psychology, Washington University 
1996-1998
Dean’s List, Washington University

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

Summer 2006
T32 Post-Doctoral Fellowship

Functional neuroimaging of executive functions in children with autism spectrum disorders



Children’s Research Institute – Neuroscience; Children’s National Medical Center



William Davis Gaillard, M.D. and Lauren Kenworthy, Ph.D., Co-Sponsors
Spring 2005

Dissertation Thesis: 

Executive functioning in autism: Examining the role of verbal labeling and social context, University of Denver 



Bruce F. Pennington, Ph.D. & Susan L. Hepburn Ph.D., Co-Advisors

Dissertation project is an experimental study examining two hypotheses that attempt to explain why deficits in cognitive flexibility emerge over development in children with autism.

Spring 2002
Master’s Thesis:

Perseveration in a card sorting task: Evidence for cognitive limitations and the role of language, University of Denver



Yuko Munakata, Ph.D., Advisor

Master’s project was an experimental study examining the role of working memory in cognitive flexibility on a simplified WCST for typically developing 3-year-olds.

1999-2002     
Cognitive Development Center, University of Denver, Department of Psychology

Research Assistant 
The Cognitive Development Center conducts studies of memory development, perseveration, and attentional set with infants, toddlers, and children.  Additionally, the Cognitive Development Center uses neural networks in parallel with the behavioral research to corroborate findings or generate predictions.  Specifically, I have worked on two studies of memory development, one with infants using Piaget’s A-Not-B paradigm, and the other with toddlers using a simplified version of the Wisconsin Card Sorting Task.  In both studies, we investigated what underlying mechanisms contribute to systematic (i.e., perseverative) errors.  This research has been the basis for my master’s thesis, which is looking more closely at what developing mechanisms (e.g., discrete representations) underlie toddler’s perseveration in a card sorting task.



Supervisor: Yuko Munakata, Ph.D.

1998-1999 Memory Processes in Dementia of the Alzheimer’s Type, The Cognitive Laboratory, 

Washington University, Department of Psychology

Neuropsychological Examiner

Primary responsibilities described in Clinical Experiences section above.

Supervisors: David A. Balota, Ph.D., Michael J. Cortese, Ph.D.

1997-1998       
The Neuropsychology Laboratory, Washington University, Department of Psychology

Neuropsychological Examiner


Primary responsibilities described in Clinical Experiences section above.


Supervisor: Desiree A. White, Ph.D.
1997-1998 Senior Honor’s Thesis 

Memory strategy training in children with cerebral infarcts related to sickle cell disease, Washington University

Desiree A. White, Ph.D., Advisor

Case studies examining three experimental memory strategies for improving verbal memory recall and recognition in children with infarcts related to Sickle Cell Disease.

PUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS
Yerys, B.E., Hepburn, S.L., Pennington, B.F., & Rogers, S.J. (in press).  Executive function in young children with autism: Evidence consistent with a secondary deficit. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders.

Willcutt, E.G., Brodsky, K., Chhabildas, N., Shanahan, M., Yerys, B., & Pennington, B.F. (in press).  The neuropsychology of ADHD: Validity of the executive function hypothesis.  In D. Gozal & D. Moflese (eds.) Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder: From Genes to Animal Models to Patients.

Yerys, B. E. & Munakata Y.  (2006). When labels hurt but novelty helps: Evidence for graded representations on card sorting tasks with children. Child Development, 77, 1589-1607.

Shanahan, M.A., Pennington, B.F., Yerys, B.E., Scott, A., Boada, R., Willcutt, E.G., Olson, R.K., & DeFries, J.C. (2006).  Processing Speed Deficits in Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder and Reading Disability. Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology, 34, 585-602.

Munakata, Y., Morton, J.B., & Yerys, B.E. (2003).  Understanding children’s perseveration: Attentional inertia and alternative accounts.  Developmental Science, 6, 471-473.

Yerys, B. E., White, D. A., Salorio, C. F., McKinstry, R., Moinuddin, A., & DeBaun, M. R. (2003). Memory strategy training in children with cerebral infarcts related to sickle cell disease. Journal of Pediatric Hematology Oncology, 25, 495-498.

Munakata, Y., Sahni, S.D., & Yerys, B.E. (2001). An embodied theory in search of a body: Challenges for a dynamic systems model of infant perseveration. Brain and Behavioral Sciences, 24, 56-57.

Munakata, Y. & Yerys, B.E. (2001). All together now: When dissociations between action and knowledge disappear.  Psychological Science, 12, 335-337
Balota D. A., Cortese M. J., Duchek J. , Adams D. A., Roediger H. L., McDermott K. L., & Yerys B. E.  (1999).  Veridical and False Memory in Young Adults, Healthy Older Adults, and Older Adults with Dementia of the Alzheimer's Type. Cognitive Neuropsychology, 16, 361-384.
UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS 
Lee, P.S.,* Yerys, B.E.,* Foss-Feig, J., Della Rosa, A.,Kenworthy, L.E., Gaillard, W.D., & Vaidya, C.J. (2007).  fMRi study of simple and complex executive function tasks in children with autism spectrum disorders. In Preparation. 


*co-first authorship
Yerys, B.E., Hepburn, S. L., & Pennington, B.F. (2007).  Executive Function deficits in early school-aged children with high-functioning autism:  Do non-executive factors explain deficits on a cognitive flexibility task? Under Revision.
Yerys, B.E., Wallace, G., Giedd, J.N., & Kenworthy, L.E. (2007).  Developmental trajectory of set-shifting in children with autism spectrum disorders.  In Preparation.

Yerys, B.E., Wallace, G., Harrison, B., & Kenworthy, L.E. (2007). Examining the use of the Contingency Naming Test as a measure of flexibility in children with autism spectrum disorders. In Preparation.

Munakata, Y., Yerys, B.E., & Hutaff, C. (2007). The relation between working memory and inhibition: The case of perseveration in infancy. Under Revision.
Yerys, B.E. & Munakta, Y. (2007).  Feedback improves children’s flexibility: Rethinking perseveration in a card-sorting task.  In Preparation.
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

Yerys, B.E., Wallace, G. James, J.D., McCracken, S., Giedd, J.N., & Kenworthy, L.E. (2007).  Developmental trajectory of set-shifting in children with autism spectrum disorders. Poster to be presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Psychological Science, Washington, DC.

Yerys, B.E. (2007).  Examining the executive function paradox in autism: Testing the role of verbal labels and social context on mental flexibility in children with high-functioning autism.  Poster to be presented at the International Meeting for Autism Research, Seattle, WA.

Harrison, B., Yerys, B.E., Wallace, G., & Kenworthy, L.E. (2007).  Examining the use of the Contingency Naming Test as a measure of flexibility in children with autism spectrum disorders.  Poster to be presented at the International Meeting for Autism Research, Seattle, WA. 
Della Rosa, A., Foss-Feig, J., Lee, P.S., Yerys, B., & Vaidya, C.J., Gaillard, W.G., & Kenworthy, L. (2007). Response inhibition in children with ASD: Reduced prefrontal recruitment and compensatory posterior contributions.  Poster to be presented at the annual meeting of the Cognitive Neuroscience Society, New York, NY.  

Shanahan, M., Yerys, B.E., Scott, A.S., Wilcutt, E., & Pennington, B.F. (2005).  Examining a cognitive deficit: Processing speed deficits in Attention-Deficit-Hyperactivity-Disorder and Reading Disability.  Poster presented at the Society for Research in Child Development, Tampa, FL. 
Yerys, B.E., Kopelioff, L., Hepburn, S.L., & Rogers, S.J. (2003).  Spatial reversal in young children with autism: The relationship between non-verbal ability and performance on an executive function task.  Poster presented at the Cognitive Development Society Meeting, Park City, UT.
Yerys, B. E., & Munakata, Y. (2003).  Labels hurt but novelty helps: Factors influencing 3-year-olds’ flexibility on a card-sorting task.  Poster presented at the Society for Research in Child Development, Minneapolis, MN.
Yerys, B.E., & Munakata, Y. (2002).  When Language Hurts: Verbal labels impair 3-year-olds’ performance on a card-sorting task.  Poster presented at the Developmental Psychobiology Research Group Biennial Meeting, Estes Park, CO.
Munakata, Y. & Yerys, B.E. (2001).  Perseveration in card-sorting: Do children know more or less than we think?  Talk presented at the Cognitive Development Society Meeting, Virginia Beach, VA.
Yerys, B.E., & Munakata, Y. (2001).  More flexible than you think: Feedback improves children’s switching in a card-sorting task.  Poster presented at Cognitive Development Society Meeting, Virginia Beach, VA.
Yerys, B.E., White D. A., Salorio, C., & DeBaun, M.  (1999).  Remediation of memory deficits in children with sickle cell disease.  Poster presented at International Neuropsychological Society Meeting, Boston, MA. 
GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

1999-2000
Colorado Graduate Fellowship, University of Denver

INTERNAL TRAVEL GRANT

2003
University of Denver, GRAF Travel Award, “Labels hurt but novelty helps: Factors influencing children’s flexibility on a card sorting task” Awarded to Benjamin E. Yerys

2002
University of Denver, GSTF Travel Award, “When Language Hurts: Verbal labels impair 3-year-olds’ performance on a card-sorting task” awarded to Benjamin E. Yerys
2001
University of Denver, GSTF Travel Award, “More Flexible than you think: Feedback improves children’s switching in a card-sorting task” awarded to Benjamin E. Yerys

2001
University of Denver, GRAF Travel Award, “More Flexible than you think: Feedback improves children’s switching in a card-sorting task” awarded to Benjamin E. Yerys

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

2003
Central Admissions Extended Committee, Department of Psychology, University of Denver 
2002-2004
Graduate Students of Three Faculties – Committee Treasurer, University of Denver

2001-2004
Graduate Students of Three Faculties – Psychology Representative, University of Denver 

2001-2004
Admissions Committee, Department of Psychology, University of Denver

2000-2001 Graduate Area Representative, Department of Psychology, University of Denver

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Spring 2004
Teaching Assistant for Correlation and Regression

Winter 2004
Teaching Assistant for Inferential Statistics

Spring 2003
Part-Time Faculty at Metropolitan State College of Denver – Child Psychology

Winter 2003
Teaching Assistant for Specialized Assessment in Children - Emotional

Fall 2002

Teaching Assistant for Specialized Assessment in Children - Cognitive

Fall 2001

Teaching Assistant for Introduction to Neural Network Models in Cognitive Science
PROFESSIONAL AND HONOR SOCIETIES

2001

CDS, Student Affiliate

2000 APA, Student Affiliate

2000

APS, Student Affiliate

1998

Sigma Xi, Associate Member  

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE



 

 2005 – present
University of California – San Diego/ VA Healthcare Consortium



All Child Psychology Intern

Children’s Hospital Outpatient Psychiatry Services: Interns spend approximately 50% of their time at this clinic and provide both therapy and psychological assessment of children and adolescents in this community.  Additionally, interns serve as part of a multidisciplinary treatment team to review cases seen by individual team members, which include Psychiatry, Social Work, Psychology, and MFT’s.

UCSD Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Services (CAPS): Interns spend approximately 50% of their time at this locked inpatient facility serving as the primary clinician for children and adolescents.  Responsibilities include brief psychological therapy and assessment for children and adolescents.  Additionally, interns serve as part of a multidisciplinary treatment team to review cases.  Team members include Psychiatry, Psychology, Nursing, Social Work, MFT, Occupational Therapy, and Recreational Therapy.

 2003 – 2005 

Colorado Learning Disabilities Research Center (CLDRC), University of Denver

    
Case manager and neuropsychological tester for the project
Case Manager: Complete structured diagnostic interviews with parents of participants utilizing the Diagnostic Interview for Children and Adolescents (DICA) and Structured Clinical Interview for the DSM-IV (SCID); Complete interviews about adult Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder symptomatology; Provide written feedback about the results of cognitive and academic testing for participants, ages 8-18.

Neuropsycholgoical Tester: Complete cognitive and neuropsychological testing as well as some structured diagnostic interviews with school-age twins (8-18 years) with ADHD, Reading Disability, or typically development.  



Supervisor: Bruce F. Pennington, Ph.D., Principal Investigator 
2003 – 2005 
JFK Partners Autism Research Center, University of Colorado- Health Sciences Center


Psychological examiner


Complete a wide range assessment on children enrolled in a longitudinal study examining the broader phenotype of autism and developmental disorders as well as conducting qualifying assessments for children with autism for various studies.  Cognitive testing includes the Leiter, WISC-IV, and the DAS.  Diagnostic testing includes Modules 1-3 of the ADOS (was trained to research reliability on all three modules) and the SCQ.  Other testing includes experimental protocol in imitation, pantomime, theory of mind, neuropsychological assessment, and self-reporting measures for sleep habits and OCD symptomatology.


Supervisor: Susan L. Hepburn, Ph.D., Principal Investigator
1999-2005
Child Study Center, University of Denver, Department of Psychology

Clinical Trainee in Child and Family Assessment and Treatment

The Child Study Center is an outpatient clinic providing assessment and therapy for children and families.  Responsibilities include conducting in-depth interviews and relevant cognitive, emotional, and learning disability testing for children and adolescents.  Consultation with family and school personnel to implement appropriate academic interventions and accommodations, as well as writing complete psychological or psychoeducational reports.  Therapy involves individual, dyadic, and family approaches with one-on-one supervision.  

Supervisors: Stephen R. Shirk, Lawrence Epstein, Ph.D., Arthur Jones, Ph. D., Dena Sorokin, Ph.D., Daniel Hettlemann, Ph.D., Martha Wadsworth, Ph.D., Nancy Winfrey, Ph.D. 

2001-2002
JFK Partners Autism and develeopmental disabilities Center, University of Colorado- Health Sciences Center
Clinical Trainee in Child and Family Assessment and Treatment specific to Autsim Spectrum disorders and developmental disabilities

The JFK Partners Autism and developmental disabilities Center is an outpatient clinic serving children and families.  I conducted psychological evaluations of assessing autism spectrum disorders and other moderate-to-severe developmental disabilities in children and adolescents ranging from two-and-a-half-years-old to sixteen years old.  These assessments included using cognitive, achievement, neuropsychological, and emotional protocol.  Additionally, I was one of three staff members who conducted a social skills group for children with developmental disorders.  I also conducted two family therapy cases: (1) with a 16-year-old Caucasian adolescent with Asperger’s disorder, and (2) a 19-year-old Caucasian adolescent with high-functioning Autism, OCD, ADHD, and Tourette’s Syndrome.

Supervisors: Hal Lewis, Ph. D., Judy Reaven, Ph. D.

1999-2001
Developmental Neuropsychology and Learning Disabilities Clinic, University of Denver



Clinical Trainee in Neuropsychological Assessment

The clinic provides a comprehensive neuropyschological and cognitive evaluations for children and adolescents with learning and emotional difficulties.  I was trained in a variety of neuropsychological and neurological assessment measures.  I conducted six neuropsychological evaluations with children ranging between eight and twenty-three years of age.  Diagnoses included attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder, dyslexia, depression, and substance abuse.  As a trainee of the clinic, I also participated in didactic weekly seminars in which the current cases were presented and relevant research developments, particularly in the fields of attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder and dyslexia, were discussed.

Supervisors: Bruce Pennington, Ph.D., Margaret Riddle, Ph.D.
1998-1999
The Cognitive Psychology Laboratory and The Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center, Washington University, Department of Psychology and Medical School


Neuropsychological Examiner

Completed a variety of experimental protocol examining memory and language protocol to healthy older adults and older adults with Dementia of the Alzheimer’s Type (DAT).  The battery included tests of rote verbal memory, semantic and phonologic priming, and tip-of-the-tongue-phenomenon.  

Supervisors: David A. Balota, Ph.D., Michael J. Cortese, Ph.D.

1997-1998       
The Neuropsychology Laboratory, Washington University, Department of Psychology



Neuropsychological Examiner

Completed cognitive/academic and neuropsychological testing on children with Spastic Dyplegic Cerebal Palsy shortly after they underwent a dorsal rhizotomy and children with Sickle Cell Disease.  Cognitive/academic testing included the K-Bit and the WRAT-III, and neuropsychological testing included the CVLT-C, CMS experimental protocol for working memory.
REFERENCES


Available upon request.

